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Dear Parvewts/Cavers,

Four weeks of home learning is behind us and half term Ls on the horizon. | lknow you might not feel
Like it at times, but You ave all doing an amazing job. Whatever Your personal clreumstances, we kinow
You are all doing the best that you can. Some of You are worried as your children may be not
completing all that is set, that you feel You are keeping on top of the Bnglish and the Maths after the
Live session with the teacher, but not completing the afternoon tasks all day - that s fine. we totally
understand that time in some households is Limited especially when trying to work from home as well.
Some families are then doing some activities at the weekend, which is also fine if you are all keen to do
it as that is when Yyou have the time. My own children ave at a stage tn thelr learning where they are
managing the majority of the Learning themselves, to be honest if they were primary age, ( certainly
would be strugoling to manage their learning as well a juggling my own job - my hat goes off to You
all, we all VeaLLg appreciate your efforts and [ am sure despite thelr grumbling, your ehtldren do too.

Last week the government told us that we will kwnow more what is happening regarding schooling from
the €1 March. LUntil thew, we are to continue as we are. With this in mind, we have put together a short
questionnatre regarding the online learning offered so far so we can make tweaks if needed to try and
tmprove the learning experience for all.  am fully aware that we are not going to be able to ensure that
everyone is happy but staff will work together Looking at your suggestions to see what we can take on
board. Your will find the questionnaire here, please complete by Friday 5% February to allow us to
review our remote Learning offer next week before all of us in school, and you at howme have a well-earned
vest over half term.

owne thing we would like to happen golng forwaro is that we wouldl Like where ever possible to have
cameras turned on - it Is easy to anonymise your backgrownd so we can't all see the pile of washing
that is on the chatr, or maybe that is just my house! Staff really enjoy seeing the chilodren's faces and
it is definitely beneficial from a well-belng point of view to have regular visual contact between children
and teachers. Staff are now also able to change the settings o thelr Laptop so they can see all children
in the meeting. Miss Barton and [ tried this on Friday with the childven in Obama and felt that the
children also benefitted from seetng each other. It is also a good way for teachers to assess engagement
and adapt the sesslon as necessary; we can also give them a polite prompt it they don't seem to be
Listening! At the beginming of the session, your child will be asked to have thelr camera on anol we
would be grateful if it could stay on for the rest of the session. We have 99% of our families with access
to a camera, well as far as we know, If You are unable to access a web camern, please let us know and we
will see if we can help.

If your child is wnwell, please Let us Rnow via WEDUC or by phoning the School Office like you would

Lf they were normally absent from school. If they are unable to attend a session, it would be great iof
you could Let us know beforehand too. Registers of the sessions are being downloaded from TEAMS.



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dwByPGmGdkmtaxHWISN2tcIE9M2W5-NCt9dpeBolOdpURDc3S0FIWFU4U0ZWTjI4RVdTRTJCQlhJRi4u
https://www.heather.leics.sch.uk/

It is great to see how confident the children arve with the technology, probably better than us adults most
of the thme. They are generally using the chat as they would ask and answer questions in school and
the use of gifs are now few and far between thank You to those families wiho we have contacted about
this for your support.

If you require veading books or new exercise books to record work in, these can be collected from the

office.

As half term approaches, we will be saying goodbye for a good few months to Mrs Clarksown as she
prepares for the safe delivery of baby Clarkson some thme tn Mareh. We wish Mr and Mrs Clarkson all
the very best during this very exciting time and we can't wait to meet the new Little one, albeit remotely.

As Mrs Clarikson leaves for her maternity leave, we will getting ready to welcome back Mrs Smith
from her maternity leave — [ think we must have a wmagic chair somewhere bn school which (am actively

avolding G2

Mrs Smith will be returning after half term to work with children tn Donaldson and Rowling class
teaching children working both at home and tn school. Mrs Smith will be jolning Mrs Clarkson for
the parents’ evening session next week. This means that all the parents of children in Donaldson class
Will have an opportunity to meet Mrs Smith, as our plan s that Mrs Smith will be Donaldson’s class
full thme teacher whenever things are to returnn to ‘wormal’ - however | am learning wot to plan too far
ahead as things can change with very Little notice! Mrs Smith has also joined us in school last week
and this week for a few sessions to get to know everyone.

As | said at the beginning of the Letter, You are all doing a brilliant job. We may only have a few
children in school but we ave still heve for all of owr families. f You need support, a friendly ear,
someone to have a good cry or a general moan with, You kinow where we are.

Take care and stay sofe.
Much Love,

Maxine Michalowski and all the staff at Heather School
Key Dates

School closes for half term Friday 12th February 2021
Half term Break
Mownday 15th to Friday 19th February 2021
School opens to pupils Monday 22nd February 2021
School closes Friday 26th March 2021
Easter Break
Mownday 29th March to Friday 9th April 2021
SuUmmer Term 2021
School opens Monday 12th April 2021
May Day Bank Holiday Monday zrd May 2021
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School closes for half term Friday 28th May 2021
Half terue Break
Mownday 31st May - Friday 4th june 2021
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School Open for Pupils Monday & june 2021
School closes for Puptl for the summer break Friday 9% july




